CLANDESTINE DRUG LABS



       SOP121

GUIDELINES FOR RESPONSE TO DRUG LABS


The Vincennes Twp. Fire Department and Police Departments will be working together to deal with the chemical hazards at drug labs.

A.
Definitions:

Working Lab - This location has active chemicals, and the drug making


process is on going.  Fumes have filled the building, and may be leaving the

           occupancy.  Chemical fumes may be flammable and explosive and will require 

           ventilation and air monitoring before entry is made.


Lab Equipment - This location contains equipment and chemicals already used, 

           or being stored for future use in a drug lab. This equipment may contain

           dangerous chemicals left behind intentionally because those individuals did not

           want to move them. These chemicals may also produce vapors, and in some 

           cases be shock sensitive and explode.

B.
Guidelines:
1. En-route obtain wind speed and direction from dispatch, approach the scene 

     from the upwind side.  Park your apparatus at least 200 ft upwind from the

     scene.  Start your gas detector and keep it with you. Walk to the scene and 

     ask for the police officer in charge of the scene. If the police have not arrived, 

     the first fire officer on scene is IC.

2. Obtain a briefing on the incident (face to face). Size up the scene and

                determine the best location to park the fire apparatus.  Consider the area 

                needed for setting up Entry, Decon, Medical and a separate area for

                removing the chemicals from the building. Keep these areas up wind or 

                cross wind from the chemicals.

3. Move the fire apparatus to the new location and secure the scene.  Use

     yellow fire scene tape and tape off the area around the trucks and the

     building.  Do not allow civilians or the news media inside this area.

4. Check gas detectors for any LEL readings at exits of the building. Determine 

      if ventilation is required. (start ventilation if needed) 

      Hazmat Team firefighters will also use colormetic Drager tubes for any

      suspected chemicals (ammonia, ether, etc.) 
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5. Fire Command or Operations must find the police officers at the scene

                that have lab training, and will be suiting up with our firefighters.

                Develop a plan for entry into the building, removing chemicals from the

                building, and possibly a controlled release of some chemicals.  Make sure

                that all public safety officers at the scene fully understand these plans.

6. The police officers that have the DEA lab background, are trained in the

      use of air packs and basic hazmat. These officers will become part of the

                 entry team.  Firefighters will provide air monitoring, and technical 

      assistance. Police will identify what items will need to be removed and

                 when to handle them.  Firefighters will not touch or pickup any items until 

      cleared to do so by law enforcement. Most lab Entry Teams will have 1    
      police officer and 2 firefighters.
7.  Most drug labs will usually have small amounts of chemicals and not   

           require a fully encapsulating level A suit.  Normal firefighter turnout gear 

 with an SCBA will provide protection. The police officer will wear a white

 level B Tyvex suit with an VTFD SCBA from Hazmat Unit.  This officer will

 be the primary person moving the chemicals.

8. If a more complex lab is found during the first entry,  including acids or

      poisons, the entry team must exit the building and upgrade to Level A 
suits.

9. The IC may upgrade to a Level II Hazmat incident if a larger lab is found or

      the chemicals require a higher level of protection. This will require a Decon,

     Medical, and Rehab sectors.  An ALS ambulance will also be required at the 

                scene.  

10. Outside the building, VTFD will setup a back up team (RIT Team),  wearing

      normal firefighter turnout gear with SCBA and a charged hose line at the

      point of entry and exit. This team will stay up wind at the exit and ready

      to assist in removing the entry team if needed.  

11. The hose line may be used for emergency decon. ( If Level A Suits are

                 used a full hazardous materials decon will also be setup)   

12. When ammonia is found in un-approved tanks (LP or Air tank), controlled

      release should be considered. These tanks will fail. The IC should look for

      an isolated area.  The release should not be close to any developed areas. 
      Moving small tanks in a pickup truck or van is permitted.  
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 13.  The controlled release should include an engine with one line set on    a  

       narrow fog pattern knocking the vapor cloud to the ground. Stay upwind. 

                  Normal firefighter turnout gear with SCBA for protection. Occasionally

                  check down-wind for an ammonia odor, if ammonia can be detected apply 

                  more GPM at the nozzle.

14. If the lab has a large inventory of chemicals needing to be removed, place a

      large section of clear plastic on the ground in a safe area, big enough to

      separate the different containers. Firefighters should not move any

      containers until cleared to do so.

15. PD will be responsible for hazardous chemical disposal.  A cleanup

                company will respond to over-pak and remove the larger items. Some

   
     of the smaller bottles and items will become evidence.  All tanks emptied

                by VTFD will return to the scene for disposal by the cleanup company.  The

                police will keep a unit at the scene until the cleanup company arrives.

16. All Drager colormetic tubes used will be placed in a small plastic bag and

      given to the KCPD, VPD, or ISP officer in charge for evidence.

17.  Reporting for NFIRS. Type of Situation Found - Chemical Emergency #47
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