Hazardous Material Response Team Levels

     SOP2
I.
FIRST RESPONDING UNITS


A. Respond to incident area with caution.



1.
When incident is located, stay back - minimum 500 ft.




up wind or 1 city block.  Use D.O.T. Guidebook.


B. Safety to Responding Personnel:



1.
S.C.B.A.  full turnout (helmet, coat, boots, bunker) on




known or suspected Hazmat incidents.



2.
Note wind direction (trees, bushes, etc.)



3.
Consider upgrading to Level 1, or Level 2 Hazmat

II. 
PROBLEM DEFINITION:



Can you approach the scene safety? (Do you know for sure?)



Cannot be sure- Do Not Approach.
III.
IF UNSAFE TO APPROACH: UPGRADE TO LEVEL II

A.
Notify and update incoming units to stage.



1.
Develop Plan of Response.



2.
Inform incoming unit’s area for staging if possible.


B.
Secure Scene - Stop Traffic - Start Evacuation of the Area.



1.
If scene location is unsafe, move apparatus.



2.
Head apparatus away from scene when staging.



3.
Locate apparatus upwind.



4.
Eliminate ignition sources.


C.
Additional Help and/or Evacuation. (Specify)



1.
Fire Units



2.
Police



3.
E.M.S.



4.
Knox Co. Hwy., City Garage, State Highway 


5.
For Evacuation, Use Chart in back of the D.O.T. Guidebook




(If applicable to listed chemicals)
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D. 
Identify Product with no Physical Contact with Product.



1.
Use binoculars.


2.
Note – Type - Shape of container.




(Bulk, tank – pressurized - non pressurized)




Containers that are on fire, leaking or vapor cloud is present,




Up-grade to Level 2 Hazmat Incident.



3. 
Note - Placards



4.
Note - Name of Truck line, R.R. or Shipper



5.
If possible get shipping papers only if contact with product will not




occur.

6. Note - Quantity - amount leaking - rate of leak - size of vapor


cloud - size of container- product frost line on container.



7.
Time frame of Incident, how long has it been leaking, burning




discharging, etc.

IV.
IF SAFE APPROACH CAN BE MADE 


A.
WITH EXISTING EQUIPMENT ON SCENE



1.
Use two (2) Firefighters for entry and two (2) Firefighters for RIT                                   


2.
Full turnout gear (Helmet, Coat, Bunker, and Boots) and S.C.B.A.



3.
Use any natural or protective barriers.



4.
Get shipping papers.



5.
Control spill or leak (only when product danger is known)




a.
Control run off




b.
Do not enlarge contaminated area


B.
ATTEMPT RESCUE



1.
Only if Prudent, and can be done safety with proper personal




protective equipment for the particular material involved.

V.
SET UP COMMAND POST - UPWIND - AWAY FROM INCIDENT


A.
Update information known update weather conditions.

B.
All apparatus staged and headed away from incident.

C.
Deny access to scene and continue evacuation according to known 



product information gathered from no less than three (3) reliable 





sources.


D.
No smoking or eating in hot or warm zones
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     SOP3

STILL DISPATCH- SPILL / LEAK RESPONSE


A. 
An incident that one engine can handle with the materials



equipment available on their own apparatus.


B.
If a first responder engine arrives and determines that the



Incident is larger than they can handle, they would then determine 



what Level of spill is to be dispatched, without exceeding



Level 1 Hazmat Incident.

LEVEL 1

A.
An incident that a first responder officer deems is necessary 





for a Hazmat Unit and Supervisor.


Level 1 Dispatch Line Up :



Consists of the Engine for that area, Rescue 7and a supervisor.
 

.
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     SOP4

LEVEL 2

This is for all calls involving chemicals known and unknown and


fire involving flammable liquids.


A.
Hazardous Materials incidents that can only be identified,



tested, sampled, contained, extinguished and / or abated



utilizing the resources of the Vincennes Twp. Fire Department



Hazmat Team.  Hazardous materials incidents that requires



use of chemical protective gear and specialized equipment



and training.


B.
Hazardous materials incidents that require Evacuation of 



civilians within area of the Vincennes Twp. Fire District.


C.
Fire involving Hazmat that are permitted to burn for a 





controlled period of time or allowed to consume themselves.


Level 2 Dispatch Line Up: 



Consists of the Engine of that area, Rescue 7 & 5, KCEMA Trailer, 




Also, E.M.S. for Medical Surveillance. May also include Health, GSH,

          Sewer Dept., Red Cross, D.N.R., I.D.E.M., and K.C.E.M.A.
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     SOP5
LEVEL 3


The Hazmat Sector Officer, Team Leader, or Incident Commander 




May Up-grade from a Level 2 Hazmat Response Incident, to Level 3 
Incident Response


A.
Hazmat Incidents that require the use of mutual aid. 



B.
Hazardous materials incidents that has become a multi-agency 





involvement of large proportions.


C.
Spills, leaks, and/or ruptures that can be contained and/or 





abated utilizing highly specialized equipment and supplies 



available to environmental or industrial response personnel.

D.
Hazardous materials incidents that requires mutual aid from 




one of the local Hazardous Materials Teams for additional  




equipment and personnel.


Level 3 Dispatch Line Up: 



Consists of all Level 1 and 2 units plus additional Hazmat Units from  



near by Teams. May also include State of Indiana Resources.
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     SOP6

SITE CONTROL AND DECONTAMINATION
1.
Exclusion Area- Hot Zone Contaminated > Spill >Leak Area

2.
Contamination Reduction Area- Warm Zone
> Decon Area

3.
Support Area Non-Contaminated Cold Zone > I.C. Location > C.P.

HOT ZONE -
Incident Site- Prescribed levels of protective gear must be 





worn by all personnel.  An entry site and check point must be set 





up.  The zones size and the type of product spill and distance 





guide lines. This zone is subject to change.

WARM ZONE -

The purpose of this zone is to reduce or prevent the                      transfer of contaminants which may have become attached to 





personnel or equipment that had been in the hot zone.





All decontamination will occur in this area.  All personnel  





working in this area will wear prescribed protective gear.  This is 





generally regarded as one step lower than the level of entry to the 




hot zone.





Exiting the contaminated area will require removal of any 





suspected decontamination procedures are followed.  The SCBA 





will be the last item of protective gear to the cold zone, An access 


station or  point will be set up between the warm and cold zones to 




control entry.

COLD ZONE -

This zone will contain the operations Command Post, 





support personnel and support supplies.

VTFD HAZMAT SOP



                 PAGE 8


          
