INCIDENT COMMANDER




HM101
A.     GENERAL INFORMATION

On all level I, II & III hazardous materials incidents an Incident Commander, designated (I.C.) will be dispatched. The I.C. will be any Hazmat Technician that is with the V.T.F.D. The Incident Commander can change following V.T.F.D. incident command policy.
B. 
INCIDENT COMMANDER FUNCTlONS


Incident Commander Activities will be conducted in accordance with the following:


1. 
Upon arrival at scene, on the radio to Central Dispatch and all incoming units, that he I.C. is in command and what fire ground frequency to operate on. If the I.C. changes notify Central Dispatch by radio who is now I.C.  Don I.C. Vest to Clearly Identity who is In Charge.

2. 
Using an area or vehicle establish an Incident Command Post (designated Command) and operating perimeter for base of operations. This area is to be clearly marked, and easily identified. All news releases handled through the V.T.F.D. Public Information Officer must first be cleared by the I.C.


3. 
Appoint and Coordinate with Hazmat Sector Officer for additional personnel, equipment, supplies, etc. Coordinate with other agencies on scene for additional support in their particular line of expertise. All emergency responders and their communications shall be coordinated and controlled through the Incident Commander.


4. 
All outside agencies and personnel reporting to the incident scene must first report to the Incident Command Center, the Incident Commander will put in writing the name of the person, what agency they are with and what information that they have, then contact the Hazmat Sector Officer with the information, the Sector Officer will then advise I.C. as to what area the person is to report to if any.


5. 
I.C. shall designate a Safety Officer who is knowledgeable in fire fighting and rescue operations, hazardous substance handling and decontamination procedures.


6. 
I. C . Shall follow as closely as possible the Incident Command Checklist to assure all sectors of operation and all command obligations have been addressed.


 7.  
When incident has been reclassified to a cleanup, and a cleanup contractor has arrived the Incident Commander may be relieved of command and incident turned over to the cleanup contractor.
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