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	I. General Information

Under OSHA requirements, V.T.F.D. Personnel who are members of the Hazardous Materials Response Team will be required to participate in a medical surveillance program that is established through Dr. Thompson’s office. This program is mandatory to those employees that are trained as technicians or specialists to plug, patch, or otherwise temporarily control or stop leaks from containers containing hazardous substances or health hazards. 

The Vincennes Twp. Fire Department will make medical examinations or consultations available to all employees who may have been exposed in an emergency situation to hazardous substances at concentrations above the permissible exposure limits. The permissible exposure limits are to be determined using appropriate air monitoring equipment.

  

	II. MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE AS FOLLOWS:

1. Prior to assignment as a Technician on the Hazmat Team.

2. At least annually for all technician members.

3. At the termination or reassignment to a position or classification where that employee will not be covered by the annual medial examinations, if that employee has not had an examination within the last (6) six months.

4. As soon as possible, upon notification by an employee (the employee does not have to be a Hazmat Team Member) that they have developed signs or symptoms indicating possible over exposure to a hazardous substance.

5. At more frequent times, if the examining physician determines that an increased frequency of examination is necessary.

6. Attached are criteria for preplacement exam and annual examination for firefighters assigned as technicians on the Hazmat Team. 
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	III. MEDICAL SURVEILLANCE

The Twofold Purpose of the Preplacement & Annual Exams:

1. Determine an individual fitness for duty, including ability to work while wearing protective equipment.

2. Provide baseline data for comparison with future medical data.



	IV. SUGGESTED PREPLACEMENT EXAM

· Extensive medical and occupational history.  (completed prior to exam for review by the physician)

· Vital Signs       Height, Weight, Temperature, Pulse, Respiration, Blood Pressure

· Vision              Distance and Color

· Audio Test     500, 1000, 2000, 3000, 4000, and 6000 Hz

· Physician Examination

Head, Nose, Throat, Chest with Heart and Lungs, Peripheral Vascular System, Abdomen and Rectum including Hernia exam, Spine and Musculoskeletal System, Genitourinary System, Skin, Nervous System

· Pulmonary Function   PA Chest X-ray

· Urine L Blood Tests

Urinalysis – gross and microscopic

SMAC 27

Reticulocyte

Complete blood count with platelets

Occult blood

Qualitative Heavy Metals Screen

Blood lead
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	V.  SUGGESTED PREPLACEMENT EXAM      (CONT)

· Freeze serum for potential baseline tests, pending exposure

      Serum PCB’s

      RBC and Serum

· Resting EKG – 12 lead   (initial baseline only)

· Additional tests or x-rays, as indicated by exam, following authorization from the Fire Department

· Final cost for freezing serum not yet determined.



	V. SUGGESTED ANNUAL EXAM

· Medical * Occupational History for Preceding Year

· Vital Signs

· Physician Exam

· SMAC 27

· CBC



	VI. MEDICAL REPORTS

1. Following the exam, the Fire Chief will receive from the examining physician a written opinion that contains the results of the medical examination and any detected medical conditions that would place the employee at increased risk from exposure, further more, the physician shall recommend any limitations of personal protective equipment use, and provide the medical examination.

2. These records must be maintained kept by the Fire Department for the duration of employment plus 30 years.




VTFD HM / MEDICAL SURVEILLANCE 


       Page 3 of 3 


                                     

VINCENNES TWP.


FIRE DEPARTMENT











Standard Operating Procedures


Hazardous Materials Team Checklist


MEDICAL


SURVEILLANCE








