OFFENSIVE STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTING SEARCH
Purpose
To provide a procedure for the provision of primary and secondary search at offensive structural firefighting operations.

Guideline and Concepts

OVERVIEW
Primary and secondary searches must be conducted at all offensive structural firefighting operations.  The searches must include all habitable areas of the structure.

DEPLOYMENT PROCEDURES

The primary search is to be conducted by a tactical crew.  (multiple crews may be used for large areas)  The crew(s) conducting the primary search are to make a rapid and thorough visual and / or tactile examination of all habitable areas of the building to locate, remove and / or protect trapped occupants.  The use of the thermal imaging camera is beneficial in search operations.  Command shall be informed of any findings or when the search is complete.

The secondary search is to be conducted by a tactical crew.  The secondary search shall be conducted by different firefighters than those who conducted the primary search.  The secondary search is to be conducted as soon as possible after the fire is controlled.  This search provides for a thorough search of all habitable areas of the building for the purpose of confirming that all occupants have been located, removed and / or protected.  Command shall be informed of any findings or when the search is complete.

Primary and secondary searches should be conducted in the following sequence.


1. Immediate fire area


2. The floor immediately above the fire


3. Other floors above the fire


4. Other exposed areas
Vent – Enter – Isolate – Search Technique

In instances where traditional means of egress are blocked, search and rescue crews may use the Vent-Enter-Isolate-Search (VEIS) technique.  Crews using this technique should have information regarding the location of a potential victim and evaluate the quickest route to gain access.  The incident commander shall be notified when this technique is being used and the notification shall include the geographic location that the technique is being used, including building side and floor number. The incident commander shall be advised when the VEIS technique is completed.
GENERAL INFORMATION

Potential flow paths should be identified and controlled as soon as possible and prior to the deployment of firefighters inside the involved structure.
Ventilation must be coordinated with other crews operating on the scene and should only be established when it will not intensify the fire.

Fire suppression should begin as soon as possible.  The sooner you put the fire out; the sooner things will get better.  While actual extinguishment may have to be delayed by the need to perform a known rescue, always take the earliest moment possible to put the fire out.  It makes other fire ground tasks go much faster and smoother, including the search process.
A hose line no smaller than 1 ½” in diameter shall be deployed for the protection of the crew and occupants and to extinguish the fire.  To prevent the crew from becoming trapped search crews shall not search beyond a free burning fire prior to extinguishment.
The following shall be considered when using VEIS:


Crews should be aware of potential flashover


Rescues via upper story windows are manpower intensive


Opening windows for VEIS will change fire behavior

Controlling the door to the room to isolate the atmosphere from the flow path of the fire is vitally important
