RESPONSE TO VIOLENT INCIDENTS
PURPOSE

To establish guidelines for the safe response of fire department members to incidents involving violence.  Violent incidents are described as:  shootings, stabbings, cuttings, assaults or any other type of incident in which fire department members may be exposed to harm as a result of a violent act.
PROCEDURE

Command will be established on responses to violent incidents implementing the staging group and other groups / divisions as necessary.

Based upon the circumstances of the violent incident fire units will respond in one of two modes.  The decision on the mode is determined by the O.I.C.  The modes are:

Stage for law enforcement arrival and securing the scene:
This mode is to be followed when it is known or suspected that the potential for further violence exists such as an active shooter, fight in progress, etc.  Fire units are required to stage in these types of situations.

Respond directly to the scene proceeding with caution:
The first – in unit should proceed with caution as they respond into the area of the incident.  If the first – in unit is not comfortable with the conditions at the scene upon approach, they have the option to leave the area and stage in accordance with this policy.  The first – in fire department unit should determine and announce to other responding units whether they should continue into the scene or stage.  The best plan may be to retreat if necessary to ensure the safety of department members.

In all cases the OIC will make the decision to stage or to go into the scene.  The decision should be based upon experience, what can be heard, what can be learned from the radio traffic, and any other factors available.
The scene is only to be considered secure if a report is given by law enforcement indicating that the scene is secure.

When the decision to stage is made:

Members should consider the hazards at hand.  They should stage, level II in quarters (in the apparatus) if the incident is within ¼ mile of the station.  Otherwise, stage a minimum of ¼ mile from the incident, out of sight of the incident, with at least two (2) means of egress (backing out does not count).

Members should remember that the crowd may be a hazard and that the scene may be mobile.

Units should turn off warning lights when staged and then turn them back on when completing the response to the scene.

If fire department members respond to an incident of unknown nature and find themselves in a violent situation, they will immediately retreat to a safe location.  Dispatch should be advised of the need for rapid police response.

In some unsecured violent incidents, with patients, it may be necessary for law enforcement to deliver patients to fire crews at the perimeter.  In a large facility, such as a school or industrial / office complex, etc. law enforcement may secure or isolate individual areas while continuing to secure the entire building.  The fire department incident commander will make the decision if fire crews can make entry into the area of a “contained threat” vs. a fully secured building so that fire crews can have access to patients.  If this occurs, pay close attention to the instruction of the law enforcement personnel and do not venture into unsecured areas. 

